Climate Change Challenge
Created by Chris Summerville
This activity was conducted as part of a four-day event to introduce our entire school
to the causes, effects and possible solutions to Climate Change. Other activities during
this week included the showing of a Power Point Presentation describing the various
facets of the issue, the screening of a film titled ‘Global Warning’ introducing the
possible effects of Climate Change on India, putting up posters around the school,
screening six short videos made by families, students and individuals around the world
regarding their personal solutions to the problem and the placing of twenty statements
around the assembly hall where the school gathers each morning which the students had
to decide were either true or false by the last day of the event based on the information
they had discovered.
This ‘Climate Change Challenge’, conducted in the form of a treasure hunt, was an
attempt to relate this issue to our daily life by placing it in the context of the places and
objects we see and use around the campus. It proved to be extremely popular amongst
students of all ages and a number of teachers provided the time and space in their classes
to allow the students to look for and share their findings.
This activity could be conducted at any school anywhere in the world with a minimum
of effort and provides an excellent and enjoyable place-based means of introducing a
topic that can often seem very distant and complex to many students and indeed the
general public as a whole.
Twenty locations were selected around the campus that were in some way connected
to Climate Change and clues were created that would lead individuals from one place to
the next. These clues were written on numbered small pieces of paper and then taped up
in slightly hidden places or unusual locations near or on the object that was being
searched for: e.g. under the lid of the copy machine, above the door of the principal’s
office, on the bottom of a garbage can, on the roof of one of the dorms (visible from the
ground) next to a solar water heater or in the back window of one of our school vehicles.
The first clue was read out to the entire school body on the first morning of the event
and students were given until the final day to discover all the clues/locations. An
important part of this activity was to tell students that the point was not only to discover
the locations but to decide why they had been selected (how they were connected to
Climate Change) and, just as importantly, to come up with solutions, (if they felt the
object or location contributed negatively to Climate Change), that would either lessen its
impact or replace or adapt the object so that its impact was either lessened or neutralized.
At the assembly on the last day of the event, students (and teachers) were asked to:
1. Raise their hands if they thought the statements around the hall were True or False and
to give reasons for their answers 2. The following Power Point presentation was shown,
with each location being revealed only after students were given the chance to call it out
followed by its positive and negative contributions only being revealed after they had
been given the chance to share their ideas and solutions.

*Please note: For the purpose of sending this activity as a file, the Power
Point presentation has been converted into a PDF file. It is important to
remember that in its original format, the clue can be put up on the screen

first, followed by the picture of the location after guesses have been made by
the audience followed by the + and – ways it contributes to Climate Change,
again after the audience has been given a chance to state their ideas.
Some Scenes from Climate Change Week

Climate Change
Challenge!!!
Did you find all
the places and
why????

1. I stand with 7 arms between the juniors and the
seniors changing with the seasons.

+ Trees absorb
Carbon Dioxide
(CO2) one of the
main Greenhouse
Gases. (GHG’s).

2. The place where many colours meet.

– Possible wasteful use of paper and wood for painting and
carpentry increasing CO2 in the atmosphere.
+ Using handmade paper, not wasting, reusing for future art
projects.

3.Need something wooden made or fixed?
Come to me!

– When trees are cut down to make wood, they
release CO2 stored in them.
+ Fixing something = less energy used and no tree
cut down to make new product.

4. Often unnoticed and unused,
I look down on the room where new students and
parents are welcomed to our school.
+ Compact
fluorescent bulb
(CFL) Uses only 20%
of the energy of a
usual bulb and has
a 7x longer life.
Only produces 20%,
or 1/5th of CO2 and
Nitrous Oxide
(NO2), both main
GHG’s.

5. Working from morning to evening, supplying
classroom materials in a flash.

– Uses lots of energy and paper, both increasing
CO2 in the atmosphere.
+ Turn off when not in use, make double-sided
copies, only make copies when really needed,
use recycled copy paper.

6. I hang out hear alone, red faced in front
of Kavita’s house, hoping people will use
me.

+ Because garbage is not thrown all over the
ground.
!"Unless it is separated later, this will be burnt
(producing CO2) or dumped into ‘landfill’
(producing methane (CH4)

7. Guarding you, I
help to check the
visitor’s faces at
night.

– Incandescent bulb. Uses lots of electricity
because 90% of it is used to make heat!
Thermal (coal) energy releases lots of CO2.

8. Behind where you complain about
sickness and pain, I quietly work on your
waste.

+ Food waste is not put into landfill (producing
methane, (CH4). Can be used as compost instead of
chemical fertilizers which produce large amounts of
Nitrous Oxide (NO2).

9. Please enjoy the goodies I offer, but don’t forget to
separate the containers and packaging!

!"Products have to
produced, packaged in
paper and plastic and
transported to our
school. All of these
processes release large
amounts of CO2. Waste
may be burnt or put in
landfill causing more
CO2.
+ Separate and recycle
some of the packaging
and containers.

10. While you sleep, I shine down on the purple
flowers below me.

– Uses electricity all night
from coal burning
energy source,
producing CO2.
+ Individual switches for
each lamp post so can
be switched off when
not needed.

11. Staring at me, you learn, play and write, not even
hearing the sounds of music nearby.

– Uses lots of energy even when we are not working but it is
left on.
+ Can use them to learn more about Climate Change! Can
turn off when not in use. Can buy an energy-efficient
computer model.

12. Overhead, twelve of us working fast
when juniors come together on a hot day.

– Use energy, especially
when many are being
used at top-speed.
+ Use much less
energy than AC, can
turn on low and select
how many to turn on.

13. Standing here, a new member of the team, ready to
take you wherever you need to go.

- Uses petrol and releases CO2.
+ Use small, energy efficient car, turn off engine when not
moving, try to arrange schedule so three or more people
are using, make sure the parts are regularly maintained.

14. I burn to help fill your tummy. When
I get empty, please fill me up!!

– Forests have to be cut down to extract natural
gas (LPG)
+ In future, could be refilled with biogas!

15. When everything turns off, I start with a
big noise bringing back your needs and
comforts.

- Using diesel, a main source of CO2

16. A new member in Sahyadri for a quick dry
service during monsoon.

– Using energy,
probably from
thermal (coal)
source,
producing CO2.

17. Snuggled in the darkness, we wait for
our friends to feed us twice a day.

+ Same as 8 (Compost)!!
+ Food waste is not put into landfill (producing
methane, (CH4). Can be used as compost
instead of chemical fertilizers which produce
large amounts of Nitrous Oxide (NO2).

18. I used to smoke nearly every day,
but now stand forgotten, watching
the bins and worms grow full.

– Burning garbage is a key source of C02.

19. Now I’ve got four different stomachs, I
can easily digest what you throw
away!
+ Recycling saves
huge amounts of
energy since new
products do not
have to be made
and therefore much
less CO2 is
produced!

20. From up here I can see my ++ Along with wind,
girls at games and absorb the hot solar is a great nonpolluting gift of nature
rays to wash them clean when
which can meet a large
they return.
amount of our energy
needs for ever if we
use energy using
products thoughtfully!
Unlike coal, oil, gas
and nuclear energy it
does not produce any
harmful substances and
thus can produce heat
when and where we
want it without heating
up our whole planet!!!

Are you ready to take up the challenge
For Your and Their future????

